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tionist. Distinguished visitors, both Europeans and Indians, have expressed their admiration of the charm and ease of His Highness5 manners and have borne testimony to his deep erudition and mastery in matters of general public interest, His Highness is an accomplished musician and is a distinguished patron of fine arts.
With the demise of His Highness the late Sir Sri Mulam Tirunal Maharaja, His Highness Sri Chitra Tirunal ascended the throne of his ancestors on the 1st September 1924. His Highness being a minor, the administration of the State was entrusted to Her Highness Setu Lakshmi Bayi, the-Senior Maha Rani as Regent, His Highness assumed Ruling powers on the 6th November 1931.
The European Tour
Particular mention has to be made here of the European tour His Highness undertook in 1933. His Highness was the first Ruler of Travancore to cross the seas and thus establish a wholesome precedent. In this tour His Highness was accompanied by his mother, Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi D, Litt, the Elaya Raja and the First Princess. The Royal party left Bombay on the 8th April 1933. After visiting Port Said en route, they reached Marseilles on the 21st April In the course of their tour on the Continent they visited Nice, Cannes, Grasse, Monaco and Monte Carlo and at Juan les Pins, Her Highness the Princess and the Elaya Raja enjoyed a short flight in a seaplane. The Royal party spent seventeen days at the Austrian capital where there were several social functions* Karlsbad was the next place to .be visited. Here in this famous watering place Their Highnesses spent three weeks and then passed on to Marienbad and Prague. The party then reached Paris where a number of social functions awaited them. Their Highnesses arrived in London on the UthJune. The most important function in London was the